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Ethan Allen Tower - Ethan Allen Park

Situated on a bluff, on the east side of North Avenue in 

Burlington, VT is a farm of about 300 acres, which was the home 

of General Ethan Allen at the time of his death. In 1902, it was 

purchased by ex-Mayor Van Patten, who set apart about twelve 

acres, which he offered to the Society of the Sons of the 

American Revolution on the condition that a substantial stone 

tower, a memorial to the hero of the "Green Mountain Boys", be 

erected on the top of the rock.

* * * * *

 Mr. Van Patten deeded Indian Rock to the Vermont Society of 

the Sons of the American Revolution (VTSSAR) who on their part

appointed a committee to raise funds to erect the memorial tower

to Ethan Allen. Champlain Manufacturing Company built the structure; R. C. Cottam, 

architect and manager of the company, drew up the design for the tower which was formally

dedicated on August 16, 1905, the 128th anniversary of the Battle of Bennington. The 

VTSSAR fastened two bronze tablets to the tower, one noting that it has been erected by 

the VTSSAR and the other describing the historic site: " Indian Rock - the ancient lookout of

the Indians, with 15 acres of the surrounding land; being part of the farm once owned by 

Gen. Ethan Allen and upon which he died, was given as the site of the Allen Memorial 

Tower by William J. Van Patten, of Burlington." The Tower, a massive structure of native 

stone, Norman in style of architecture, was 24 feet square at the base, of the same 

dimensions at the top, and 18 feet square at the neck. From its top rose a turret seven feet 

square; the height of the whole from foundation to turret was 35 feet. A substantial oak 

staircase inside led to the battlemented top. Later a massive masonry portal gate leading 

into the park was constructed by Champlain Manufacturing Company at a cost of 

$2,435.61, all of which was covered by contributions. In 1907, the VTSSAR deeded the 

tower and Indian Rock to the City of Burlington.


